Appraisal in National and Public Archives | in te UK
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Although most have appraisal policies, archivists
tend to rely on ‘experience and intuition’ in

practice.?

* Macro-appraisal at series level
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* Liaison with Records Management and depositors

* File and piece level appraisal where macro-appraisal not practicable

* Selective, structured and random sampling where appropriate

* |n line with legislation, in-house + TNA guidelines3 * Emphasis on in-house policy

e Selection favours retention over disposition
* Limited by resources
(especially for electronic and AV records)

University College London

‘It is possible to move forward for records in all formats through a process
which does not abandon proven systems or broad measures of archival
Wivalue, but utilises some of the insights of functional appraisal to develop
analyses of government departments’*
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