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Lizzy’s diary, january, 1899

• “I am thinking often about death and the 
end of all things. It’s silly that also I, now
so strong and healthy, ever shall be gone, 
A handful of ash, as if I never had existed. 
I hope my end is not that near. Because
the way I have to go lies still in front of me. 
Something of me has to keep alive. In fact
that’s why I’m writing now.



Lizzy became a lawyer in 1903



Lizzy’s Diary in 1897

• “When I came in the auditorium I was a 
peace of history- the first girl who ever 
participate a lecture in law. Everyone 
ignore me, but I know, there where 70 
eyes looking alternating at me!”

• Invnr 376



Lizzy’s diary, august 1899

• “I am so happy that I began to study. 
Therefore my whole life is different to me. 
I am free, I can give my whole life for 
learning. […]”

• “But sometimes, when I am lonely, I think 
that I was not made to stay alone. […] But 
if I would marry I should get a really 
shining position, because I am not made 
to be only a modest housewife.” Invnr 377



Economical Theory 1936



Unpublished 1916: the History of 
the Dutch Trade Union



Lizzy creates social memory!

• “I am aware of the meaning of documents
humains, shadows of the past, seperated
from the person who left them.”

• The beginning of a new diary after the end 
of WWI, november 1918, invnr. 378



“Together with the twelve other men on the 
cover, that is very pretty!” (1919, invnr 378)





Letter drafts with ‘metadata’



…indexed carefully



Evidence on private matters…



Respect des fonds/original context

• Finding aid of the archive of E.V. van Dorp
• Chapter: private life
• Serie: records about her stay in Dutch-Indonesia

1940-1945
• Unique number 447: 
• Description: briefcase with information about her  

residences at camp Ambarawa and Banjoebiroe, 
holding care utilities, her pasport, her last will, 
dictionaries and grammars, diaries, photographs
and recepies from campmates





Appraisal and Selection

• Invnr 1376: Incoming letters concerning
the dead of the father of E.C. van Dorp on
20 december of 1886. 1 file

• A list with names is added containing all 
incoming condolence cards, which are 
excluded from the microfilming process





Cemetery of ‘Honored’, Semarang, 
Indonesia





Archive of 
Marie Jeanette
Baale, first
West European
female doctor
on classical
languages
(Aletta, invnr 1, 
1903, Groningen)



One of Lizzy’s Heads, Collection of 
Costumes, Rijksmuseum


